Chapter 8 Political Participation
· Compared to other countries, especially European ones, America has both a lower rate of voting and fewer voting-age people registered to vote. People who vote normaly tend to vote even in minor elections (such as midterm congressional votes. Ie: Non presidential years.)
· One explanation for our low registration rate is the burden of registering falls on the individual. Most European countries automatically register you to vote. In America, you have to register yourself. Voting registration often becomes one of those things that you keep putting off until election day actually arrives. 

· With the Motor-Voter registration (where you are registered automatically when you get your license), although it makes up over 40% of registered voters, the turnout from that group is one of the lowest.

· Low voting turnout isn’t always bad. In many ways it means people are happy with the way the country is going and don’t feel any real need to change it.

· Due to the vagueness of the election procedure established in the constitution, some states elected representatives as a group, or some districts had more then one representative. In 1842 this was changed, mandating that representatives be elected by districts. Later laws formalized when elections were to be held.

· In 1965 the Voting Rights Act was passed, which abolished poll taxes or other voting tests. This lead the number of blacks registered to vote to rise dramatically. This resulted in the famously pro-segregation politician George Wallace (‘Segregation now, segregation tomorrow, segregation forever’ is his most famous line) trying to court the black vote.

· Fun fact with women voting rights: the western states that started it let women vote so they could have increased representation in Washington.

· Despite 18 year olds being allowed to vote, the percentage of those who vote tends to be the lowest amongst all groups. However, community service and volunteer work is highest in that group.

·  One of the reasons put forth for why voting has declined so much is that parties are putting less effort in getting mass numbers of people to the polls. This was common in political machines where parties had a signifigant role in community life.

· Another reason put forth for the decline in voting is the decreased, if not totally eradicated, number of fake ballots being submitted or people voting extra times.

· Due to the negatives using the voting age population (VAP) as a metric in comparing how many people vote, the VEP (voting elegible population) metric was introduced. When using this method, the percentage of people voting has stayed about the same.

· An increased number of people voting wouldn’t necessarily give any party a better chance at winning as the nonvoting population tends to be a hybrid of both liberals and conservatives. 

· People tend to over-exagerate how often they vote. Since 1960 on average only 56% of the voting age population cast ballots. Around 8-10% of people misrepresent how often they vote. This tends to be more common among poorer and less educated people. The book doesn’t explain why this is, but I have a hunch that it tends to be because they didn’t know there was an election. If you aren’t paying attention it can be easy for an election to slip by you.

· Look at page 183 for a description of various types of political participants. They are:

· Voting specialist: the average person who votes but doesn’t do much else.

· Campaigners: people who vote and take an active interest in discussing politics and clear identification with a party or ideology. Books says they like conflict.

· Communalist: Similar to campaigners, but like conflict less and tend to focus on more non-partisan community stuff.

· Parochial participants: people who generally don’t vote and stay out of politics but do contact officials about specific problems.

· Older and better educated people tend to vote more. Older, because they have nothing else to do, and more educated because they have a greater interest in politics. Religious involvement also increases political participation as you already have a well formed sense of community and community participation.

· The number of people voting from different races tends to be more based on socioeconomic standing.

· Data shows no correlation between distrust of politicians and not voting.

· Reasons for drop in voting also include a feeling that politics aren’t relavent to you.

· It is suspected that if everyone was registered, voting would only increase by around 9%.

· While people are voting less, public demonstrations and involvement in community issues is on the rise.

